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June 18, 2017                                               1 Kings 22:10-28 

  

. . . “Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the LORD will give it into the king’s hand.” The king 

said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but the truth in the name of the 

LORD?” Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a shepherd, 

and the LORD said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in peace.’”   

 

In a World of Lies, Listen to the Truth 

  

Jehoshaphat was king of southern Israel.  It was smaller and less powerful than northern Israel, which also 

happened to be extremely wicked from beginning to end.  Nonetheless, Jehoshaphat thought the alliance with 

the north would help him.  He was invited to eat with Ahab, king of the northern tribes.  It was the friendly 

thing to do.  Their children were married to each other.  Jehoshaphat was so eager to be accepted by the north 

that he even agreed to enter into war with them to reclaim Ramoth-Gilead.  Ramoth-Gilead was a town that was 

supposed to be handed over Israel, but Ben-Hadad had backed out on a treaty. So Jehoshaphat decided to throw 

himself and his little country into a war.  Only after the fact did he say, "Maybe we should ask the LORD about 

this." 

 

Jehoshaphat said "yes" right away, and then as an afterthought decided to ask God about it.  Isn't this an 

unfortunately typical way in which we work?   Our prayer life is more of an afterthought.  It is saying to God, 

"Here is what I am going to do.  Now I'm going to pray to you.  Then I can tell everyone, 'I prayed about it.'". 

Yeah, sure you did.  All you're doing in the end is whitewashing your self-centered lifestyle with prayer. 

          

Ahab granted Jehoshaphat’s request and marched out four hundred of his prophets in a great display of pomp.  

They even said that they were coming in the name of the Lord.  Zedekiah brought out some iron horns and 

made a great show.  You could see him goring imaginary and invisible matadors, huffing and puffing like an 

angry bull.  But all of this didn’t quite seem right to Jehoshaphat.  He wanted a genuine prophet of the LORD.  

So Ahab grudgingly sent for Micaiah.  Ahab’s servant came to Micaiah and said, "This is a slam dunk!  Just 

agree with the other four hundred and you'll be the hit of the party.  Tell the kings that they will be able to 

conquer Ramoth-Gilead and win." 

 

Micaiah played the part well.  I wonder if he even put his fingers to his head and made pretend horns himself.  

"Attack and be victORious!" He was sarcastically telling Ahab what he wanted to hear, and it would appear it 

wasn't the first time he had done such a thing.  This was Micaiah's way of throwing his hands up in the air and 

saying, "Do what you want, because I know that's what you're going to do anyway." It's the same way you react 

to a teenager or spouse who is going to throw a tantrum if you don't see things their way.  You say “no” 

initially, but then they beg and whine about it. You say, “Fine then, go ahead and do it.”  But your words betray 

that their behavior is anything but fine.  King Ahab could taunt the numbers and the actions of the false 

prophets all he wanted, but in the end it was a lie and Micaiah knew it.  

  

False prophets are almost always flashy and they almost always have the numbers.  About seven years Harold 

Camping was so sure of himself as he predicted the end of the world.   He presented his calculations with flair, 

and he ended up being dead wrong.  But the false prophets aren’t always so easy to peg.  Rob Bell used to be 

popular among the Evangelical community.  He seemed to know his Bible quite well.  He could teach in an 
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engaging way and had some interesting insights.   He was very “cutting edge.”  Then he decided to use his 

seemingly great insight to re-examine hell.  And after his “scholarly” study of hell he determined that God 

changes His mind about it in the end.  God lies.  There really is no hell.  It’s just an empty threat.  The book sold 

thousands.  (Do you think it would have if he had come to the conclusion that hell is actually hotter than 

theologians have speculated?) After gaining the trust of thousands of Evangelicals, in the end he came up with a 

doctrine and teaching that is completely contradictory to what the Bible plainly says.  Paul’s warnings are true.  

False prophets are deceptive.   

 

In an amazing revelation of what happens behind the curtains of heaven, Micaiah put this false prophecy of the 

four hundred at the feet of Satan.  He revealed that God was looking for a way to bring Ahab into judgment.  

Instead of just putting him to death on the spot he decided to allow a demon to mislead Ahab to war so he could 

be defeated and die there.  An evil spirit was able to convince all four hundred prophets that it was actually the 

Lord’s will to attack Ramoth-Gilead and be victorious.  It’s kind of scary if you think about it.  Sometimes 

when you think about false prophets you wonder, “Do they know they’re lying?”  I’m sure many do.  Yet these 

ones appear to be absolutely convinced that they are telling the truth; especially Zedekiah.  This all happened 

because God allowed it to happen and indirectly controlled it to happen that way. 

  

This shows us a Biblical truth.  Psalm 18:26 says, “To the pure you show yourself pure, but to the crooked 

you show yourself shrewd.”  When people show that’s all they want is to hear lies, He allows for a very 

powerful lie to come to them.   Paul prophesied that God would allow this more and more as the end grows 

nearer.  2 Thessalonians 2:9-11 says, “The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the work of 

Satan displayed in all kinds of counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil that 

deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. For 

this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe the lie.”  When people only seek 

signs and wonders and forget about the simple and plain Word of God, God gives them what they want without 

the Word.  If you remember the story of Moses vs. Pharaoh’s magicians, the same thing happened.  Pharaoh 

didn’t want to hear the Word of the LORD.  Almost every time that Moses performed a miracle, the Pharaoh’s 

magicians were able to mimic it.  In doing so it only enabled Pharaoh to convince himself that Moses was 

harmless and the LORD was a fraud.  The only problem was that the LORD was not harmless. 

  

Is it just superstition or trickery when people come flocking to a statue of Mary that bleeds from the eyes?  Or is 

this God’s way of handing people over to their Mariolatry?  If people want to believe that Mary is the co-

redemptrix of the world, then God may be allowing this sign as a judgment on their own idolatry.  They don’t 

want to believe in Jesus as the only way and the only truth, so God allows them to look to Mary as well.  

  

Years ago a “miracle healer” by the name of Todd Bentley arose in Florida called the Lakeland Revival.  He 

went on stage telling people of visions, how God transported him to a hospital room where he jumped on the 

bed of someone and gave her a bear hug, healing her of stage 4 cancer.  So he asked the crowd if anyone had 

stage 4 cancer.  A woman came forward, so he gave her a big bear hug and proclaimed her to be healed.  People 

came from all over the world in order to see all of the “miracles.”  The crowd numbered in the hundreds.  He 

told stories of kicking old ladies in the teeth in order to get the devil out of them.  The stories appealed to the 

senses, but his message had nothing to do with God’s grace and mercy and forgiveness in Christ.   He was a 

member of the Revival Alliance, which is supposed to be Christian.  Lo and behold, in 2008 he ended up 

divorcing his wife to be in a relationship with a female member of his staff, only to be “restored” to his 
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chicanery a year later.  So be cautious, especially when the things seem to surely be “spiritual” and 

“miraculous.”   

 

Micaiah had neither numbers nor flashy silver horns, but he still had the direct and true revelation from God; 

from the true God; Yahweh.   The truth is a hard thing to swallow, especially when you don’t want it to be true.  

Try to tell a friend he needs to cut back on the liquor.  Try to tell a fellow Christian she shouldn’t be talking 

behind people’s backs.  They know it, but they sure don’t want to hear it.   “So you’re saying I’m a drunk!  I 

just go around and slander people all the time?  Is that what you think?”  The truth is hard to swallow.  Ahab 

took Micaiah’s prophecies personal.  He thought that Micaiah only had bad prophecies about him; as if Micaiah 

personally didn’t like him.  He responded in hatred, when he should have responded in fear.  

  

It wasn’t personal.  It was only what God’s Word said.  When Jesus called the Pharisees a brood of vipers, it 

may have sounded mean-hearted.  But it was the truth that they needed to hear.  They would have loved Jesus, 

had He only complimented their long robes and said nothing about their lengthy prayers, if He had only allowed 

the animals to stay in the worship area and if He had said nothing bad about their Sabbath practices.  Micaiah 

also would have been honored as a celebrity had he only gone along with the flow.  But they would have been 

lying.  Lies wouldn’t have done them any good.  Micaiah was ultimately telling Ahab that if he went into battle 

he was going to die.  It was a loving rebuke that could have saved him, had he only listened!  So even when 

Jesus told the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law that they were in reality offspring of Satan; it sounded mean 

and judgmental.  But it was also true and it was a call to repentance.  When Jesus said a hard thing to Pharisees, 

Matthew 15:12-14 says,   

Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the Pharisees were offended when 

they heard this?” He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be pulled 

up by the roots. Leave them; they are blind guides. If a blind man leads a blind man, both will fall 

into a pit.” 

Jesus wasn’t trying to chase them away, but they still needed to hear the truth whether they liked it or not. 

  

The nature of the Word is that it is going to offend you or sinful nature and attack your pride.  If your parents or 

your spouse or your children never correct you in life, then they either don’t love you or they are afraid of you.  

If they only tell you how great you are then they aren’t probably helping you any and they are only lying to you.  

The truth of God’s Word always revolves around your sin and God’s grace.  It doesn’t revolve around miracle 

healings and speaking in tongues and how many demons you can chase out.  It revolves around repentance and 

faith in Jesus Christ alone for your salvation.  Sins will come bearing forth in your life from time to time and 

you will need to be confronted with them.  Instead of getting angry at those who rebuke you, give them a big 

hug, even if they’re wrong.  At least they’re trying.  At least they care. 

  

If there was any doubt as to who was telling the truth, Micaiah was able to point to one short term solution so 

the people would know.  

The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of the city 

and to Joash the king’s son and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this fellow in prison and give 

him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.’” Micaiah declared, “If you ever return 

safely, the LORD has not spoken through me.” Then he added, “Mark my words, all you people!” 

The simple test would be the results of battle.  Ahab went into battle disguised like a common soldier.  

Somehow he convinced Jehoshaphat to wear his royal gowns.  When the enemy soldiers started chasing 
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Jehoshaphat down he must have wondered what in the world he was doing there.  He cried out to the LORD, 

and the LORD delivered him.  But the LORD didn’t deliver Ahab.  Even though he was nowhere near the front 

line, a man randomly shot a bow and struck and killed Ahab.  He died there on the battlefield.  

  

Jesus also made a prediction prior to His death.  He said that three days later He would rise.  The chief priests 

and teachers of the law were smart enough to figure out that He was alluding to His own resurrection.  Even 

though they were sure that Jesus was a liar and fraud, His prediction came true.  He rose from the dead, just like 

He said.   Like it or not, hate it or not, Jesus told the truth.  Yet they still refused to believe!   

  

The Israelites were all witnesses of the truth when Ahab died on the battlefield.  The 400 prophets were clearly 

misled false prophets.  What happened of Micaiah?  We don’t know.  I couldn’t find any reference to him after 

the fact.  It never speaks of his vindication or of a repentance of Israel, even though he clearly told the truth.  He 

was probably resigned to bread and water in prison until the day of his death.  Just as Micaiah had to linger in 

prison even after a faithful proclamation, so those who proclaim God’s Word faithfully are still disdained for 

telling the truth.   

  

You sit as witnesses, listening to both sides of the story.  There are true prophets and there are false prophets.  

The true prophets are showing you from God’s Word how you are sinful and how you need Jesus Christ as your 

Savior.  They are promising you no earthly riches.  They are not telling you how great and successful you can 

be.  The only reward you can be sure of is that you are loved by God in Christ.  They are pointing you forward 

to the eternal reward of heaven.  

  

The false prophets are using what they call God’s Word to tell you things that make you feel good.  They are 

speaking of how you can work miracles and do anything YOU want to do.  They are promising you riches and 

success if you only listen to them and do what they say.   They are saying that since God is gracious and loving 

you can do whatever you want and not really worry about sin or damnation or hell.  

 

There are other false prophets who are making all kinds of wild and fanciful interpretations of God’s Word and 

predicting all kinds of things about Russia, China and Israel and everything else.  They are pointing you to their 

personal revelations without pointing you to the Revelation of Jesus Christ crucified, risen, and coming again. 

  

It is your responsibility to listen and discern, according to God’s Word.  When you stick with the Word and 

study it and know it, the Holy Spirit will work to convict of salvation in Christ and keep you in the truth.  The 

evil spirits will work to persuade you to leave the truth and go to their powerful and fantastic lies.  If you follow 

them you could end up in hell.  But by the grace of God you will be able to tell their lies.  The Spirit of Christ 

and of God keep you firm in Jesus; the only way and truth of salvation.  Amen.  


